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You should have received, or vri.ll receive in the next fev: days, from ae 
a letter enclosing an Analysis of Zaprudsr frames 222 to 2.LL. (which appeared 
in November, 26 1566 issue of "Life International"). That analysis is 
concerned with the wounding of Governor Connally. This letter is concerned 
with the viounding of President Kennedy. 
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The ahscence of metal traces at the margins of the tears in the Front 
of JFK’ s shirt and the nick in the knot of his tie indicate that the tears 
may not have been caused by a bullet. Rooert a. Frazier, testifying oefore 
the ".Tarren Commission on the examination of the clothes said "i coula not 
actually determine from the characteristics of the hole (in the front of 
the shirt) whether or not it was caused by a bullet." "it is orientated 
vertically, and the fibres of the cloth are protruding outward, that is, 
have -been pushed from the inside out." "The hole m the front of the 
shirt does not have the round characteristic shape caused by a round ouilet 
entering cloth. It is an irregular slit. it could have been caused by a 
round bullet, however, since the cloth coulu have tom m a long slitlike 
way as the bullet passed through it. But that is r.ot specifically 

characteristic of a bullet hole to the extent that you coula say it was to 
the exclusion of being a piece of bone or some other type of projectile. 

"In each instance for these holes (in the shirt) the one tnrough tne outton 
line and the one through the button hole line, the hole amounts to a ragged 
slit approximately one half inch in height." 
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The anterior neck v/ound was 3-5 am. in diameter, round, with 
smooth nor ragged edges, blood tending to ooscure its outline, 
v/ound was a small ragged tear of the trachea on the anterior is.ua 
side. To the Parkland doctors this anterior neck wound, oririna 
the appearance of an entry wound. Subsequently the Autopsy r.epo 
/Tarren Commission concluded that it was an exit wound. The woun 
characteristic of an exit wound of a bullet of the type suppose!! 
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.5mm. diameter bullet - but one doctor saia ii. mig 



by a bullet of this type if the bullet made its exit at a ve 
such that it only had sufficient energy to just make its exi 
skin. But even in this case, one would expect metal traces 
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shirt and tic. 



The force of the fatal shot(s) knocked JFK back 
roar seat of the car (in approximately 0.33 seconds) 
off the rears eat, felling- forwards and down to hie It 
Jackie Kennedy, on the rear seat, were a bunch of roc 
the Zap ruder frame shown on P.2L of October, IS 1961. 
(the frame number is just beyond f .334) it can be sec 
moved forwards slightly frora their previous position 
climb onto the boot of the car. JFK has fallen dowr 
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to his left onto the roses. 



-At Parkland Hospital as JFK was being removed from the car some of the 
roses that were caught in his shirt were removed. Since there -were no other 
tears in the shirt (apart from the back wound bullet hole) and°‘would expect 
the removal of roses caught in cloth to create tears - due to the thorns - 
this seems to indicate that the tears to shirt and tie were caused by these 

jars appear to be a little large to have been 
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- the uPi documentation 



is sanation - there is a photo taken at Love Fielc 
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the motorcade. The photo shows JFK, Mrs. Kennedy, and Governor Conr.ally. 
On the rear seat, situated between JFK and Mrs. Kennedy can be seen the red 
and pink roses. Directed upwards, backwards, and towards JFK are the cut 
stems of the roses; they appear to be quite sharply pointed at their ends, 
the stems having been cut obliquely in the normal fashion. 



it is possiole that when JFK fell to his left after th 
that one /these cut stems made the tears in his tic and shi 
that the nick ' in the tie was on the left side of the knot w 
tears were approximately in the midline is in line with thi 
Not only this, it is feasible that the . sharp cut end of a s 
pierced JFK' s throat creating the 3 -5mm. puncture wound and 
the small ragged tracheal tear. ’ The sharp end of the stem 
to penetrate very deeply to create the tracheal tear, the w. 
of the end need not have entered the skin (and this would a 
3 -5 mm. round hole as compared with the inch vertical slit 
width of the stem piercing the cloth) . Removal of the ros 
Parkland, would have caused the fibres of the cloth of the ; 
out as noted by Frazier. The wound in the neck would have 
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appearance to a jjuncture wound. 



The alignment of the nick in the tie, tears in the 
wound, e.nd tracheal tear are consistent with a cut stem 
JFK 1 s left to right . 



shirt, anterior neck 
having passed from 



The Autopsy surgeons, as reported by FSl agents and Scret Service Agents, 
found the bullet wound in JFK 1 s shoulder to be less than a finger length in 
depth,/ 




depth, with no bullet in the wound. The 1563 Panel Review of the X-rays 
and photos from the autopsy noted a few tiny metal fragments in the neck. 
Thus, it is possible that the shoulder wound bullet fragmented inside the 
body or the major portion of it fell out of the body leaving a fev; metal 
fragments. The Autopsy surgeons did not physically trace the bullet's path 
through to the anterior neck wound - the path was deduced. 
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of Zapruder film. At f ,224-5 onwards JFK can be seen to be reacting to 
a hit. It is almost certainly a reaction to the shoulder wound, JFK does 
not reach for his nock but in fact reaches for his mouth (clearly seen in 
the sequence of f .222 to f .244 in November 23, 1966 issue of "Life International", 
and the enlarged frames f .236 and f .242 show this quite distinctly). JFK’s 
hands start to fall from his mouth beginning at approximately f . 250 . 

The frame on P.22 of October 15, 1564 issue of "Life International" 

(probably f .253) shows JFK’s hands have fallen well below his mouth, his right 
hand more so than his left hand; and the knot of his tie is clearly visible - 
JFK is not clutching his neck or throat . 

One c an only speculate on a man's reaction to being shot, but it seems 
quite feasible that JFK was reacting to a. bullet which entered his shoulder 
just above the level of the first rib, about tv/o inches to the right of his 
spine, pierced the strap muscles, bruised the apex of his right lung, and 
ended up just behind (or perhaps even hitting) the trachea. (This bullet 
could then have fallen out of the wound or become lost in the body) . 

Thus, it is entirely possible, ludicrous though it may seem at first, 
that JFK's anterior neck wound, the tracheal tear, and the tears in the shirt 
and tie were caused by one of the sharp ends of the cut stems of the roses 
onto which JFK fell after being fatally wounded. This theory most adequately 
explains the nature and alignment of the wounds and the tears and also the 
abscence of metal^ traces at the margins of the tes.rs in the clothi 

I look forward to hearing your opinion on this theory. 

x ours — a. j- a xji uJ. j.y , 

(ivir. C . Longbottom) 
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